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To Our Community 
 

he library experienced staff 
transitions again in 2022, 

with Clover Afokpa departing the 
staff in late Spring. Emily Parker 
returned to serve temporarily as In-
terim Manager. And in July stud-
ent intern Kristina Donders came 
onboard for a 6-week learning ex-
perience. Emily left the staff as 
planned at the end of October. 
Peggy Cleveland “held down the 
fort” and continues to do so behind 
the circulation desk. And, in mid-
November we welcomed Octavia 
Walker as Hay Library’s new 
Manager.  
     Each staff person brought fresh 
ideas to the library, and we thank 
them for their contributions, dedi-
cation, and commitment. 
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Library Board Officers,  
Trustees & Staff 2022 

 

Officers 
Christine Eggleston, President 
Joanne Rhode, Vice President 

Judy Fiorentino, Treasurer 
 

Trustees 
Constance Barone, Allen Goudie, 

Gale Mildren, Kris Moorman, 
Richard Probert, Rick Sherry, 
and Ruth Wardwell Werner 

 

Staff 
Octavia Walker, Manager 

Peggy Cleveland, Desk Clerk 

2022 Programming Updates 
Hay launched fresh literacy and education programs as the library 
partnered with local organizations and businesses, and developed new 
program relationships including Lakeside Story Time with Save the 
River, and hands-on science through the NYS Sea Grant’s Basin Bin 
program. 
     With Stewart’s Holiday Match funding the library staff hosted 
our annual family Summer Reading Program, and held three Story 
Walks on the Sackets Harbor Battlefield. Each partnership, along 
with the new Pollinator Garden offers opportunities to learn about 
the environment and natural resources, carrying out our bywords…  

 

Explore, Collaborate, Gather, Connect 
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A Roof Over our Heads 
Through a generous grant from the Town of Hounsfield, matched with funds 
from the Village of Sackets Harbor, the library will have a new roof installed 
in early 2023. We are so very appreciative of the Village and the Town 
leadership working together to make this much-needed repair possible. 

 

Good Governance 
Regular board training is key to sound non-profit operations and management. 
In March library board and staff attended a full-day training session on non-
profit governance topics. In October, all staff and board members completed 
mandatory Sexual Harassment training. Hay’s policies and practices are 
current and up-to-date. 
 

Marietta’s Garden & the SCA Trail Stewards 
A huge “thank you!” goes out to the Trail 
Stewards - Maria Cippulo and her crew - who 
built Marietta’s Pollinator Garden this sum-
mer. Bergamot, Turtle Heads, and Echinacea 
are just a few of the plants growing in the 
garden, which is part of the national Pollinator 
Pathways program. The garden is not only an 
attractive feature of the library grounds, it will 
be an educational asset for community programs about bees, but-
terflies, flowers, birds, gardens and landscaping with native plants. Î 
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Summer Book Fair 
Books for kids, adults, and teens! 
The library teamed up with the 
Sackets Harbor Ballroom and 
the Sackets Harbor Historical 
Society to co-host a July book 
fair. Local authors Natalli 
Amato, Aline Newman, and 
Stephen Cohen, among many 
others, offered readings, sign-
ings, and sales. An author’s 
“launch party” was held to 
mark the publication of a local 
history resource: “Founding 
Documents,” by Keith Arbour. 
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Books to Chad 

In Spring 2022 under the manage-
ment of Clover Afokpa, volunteers 
and staff boxed up books to share 
with a library in Africa. In coord-
ination with the US State Depart-
ment and the Ministry in Chad, 
we were very pleased to share a gift 
of books to promote literacy. 
 

Trudy’s Reading Room 
Trudy Hunkins’s enduring 
commitment to literacy and li-
braries in the North Country 
was admirable. Through her 
legacy gift, the 2nd Floor Read-
ing Room will be outfitted to 
make a cozy place for reading 
and study. Trudy’s Reading 
Room is a sunny space, all the 
more inviting with new furn-
iture and fresh paint. 

 

Elevator & Accessibility 
Unexpected (and costly!) major 
work on the library’s elevator was 
needed this fall. We are happy to 
report the elevator has been repair-
ed and is safely back in operation. 

The Great Lakes Poetry Gathering 
Thanks to support from the St. Lawrence Co. Arts 
Council regrant program, Shaw Harbor Founda-
tion, and the McAndrews Family Fund, the Poetry 
Gathering was held in April and May at the Sackets 
Harbor Ballroom. The first workshop, “Meaning, 
Sound & Rhythm,” was led by award-winning poet 
Philip Memmer, who guided attendees to create their 
own poems. The second, “Art Inspires Poetry Inspires 
Art” featured two workshops - one for writers and 

one for printmakers - led by Dale Hobson and Greg Lago. The poems and 
prints were collected in a hand-bound pamphlet titled “Light on the 
Backwater.” Each participant received a copy of the pamphlet. 
 

Reading & Discussion Series 
Hay’s partner program with the Sackets Harbor Battlefield NYS Historic Site 
continues with the popular Reading & Discussion history and humanities ser-
ies. The Spring session featured readings on Abraham Lincoln; Fall’s series 
was “Land, Liberty, & Loss.” Using materials from New York State Human-
ities, these public programs are facilitated by Jefferson Community College 
professor Josh Canale, with JCC President emeritus Dr. John Deans. 
 

Sackets Harbor Quilt Show 
A fixture on the Fall calendar, the 2022 quilt 
show highlighted a special exhibit of local 
“Story Quilts.” Feature Textile Artist Vicki 
Wilson offered a retrospective (right) spanning 
three decades of her artistic textile work. Part-
ners included the Thousand Island Art Center 
with a handweaving demo, and North Count-
ry Bird Club’s exhibit on migratory birds. The “Needle in a Hay Stack” con-
signment shop for all things related to needle arts & crafts was popular! 
Revenue from fees and admission donations help support library operations. 
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Board of Trustees, Hail & Farewell 

Allen Goudie joined the library board in 2022, bringing with him a 
wealth of knowledge about library operations and literacy programs. 
Returning trustees are Connie Barone, Judy Fiorentino, Gale Mildren, 
Kris Moorman, Richard Probert, Joanne Rhode, Richard Sherry, and Ruth 
Wardwell Werner. 
     And, with my term expiring in January 2023, it is time for me to 
step away from the library board. I am proud of what our team has 
accomplished, and have enjoyed working to bring a new range of arts, 
literacy, and environmental education programs to our community. 

Christine Eggleston, HML President 

Light on the
Backwater

Poems and Hand Cut Prints from
the Great Lakes Poetry Gathering 2022

POETRY INSPIRES ART INSPIRES POETRY INSPIRES ART

ART INSPIRES POETRY INSPIRES ART INSPIRES POETRY
ART INSPIRES POETRY INSPIRES ART INSPIRES POETRY

EXPLORE  COLLABORATE  GATHER  CONNECT


